John 13:36-14:3

Introduction
The disciple’s hearts were troubled. Jesus
was saying that He was going away and
they could not follow at this point in time.
Jesus goes on to show how His departure
(death) brings comfort and assurance to the
heart of the believer.

Simon Peter said to Him, “Lord, where are You going?” Jesus
answered him, “Where I am going you cannot follow Me now, but
you shall follow Me afterward.” 37 Peter said to Him, “Lord, why
can I not follow You now? I will lay down my life for Your sake.” 38
Jesus answered him, “Will you lay down your life for My sake?
Most assuredly, I say to you, the rooster shall not crow till you
have denied Me three times. 1 “Let not your heart be troubled; you
believe in God, believe also in Me. 2 In My Father’s house are
many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to
prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you,
I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there
you may be also.”

John 13:36-14:3

Jesus' death brought distress to the hearts of the disciples. Jesus had said that He was
going away and that they could not come. Jesus uses the same language but now adds
that they would follow Him later.
Peter did not understand that Jesus was returning to heaven and going back to the
Father from whom He had come. Jesus could not say it any clearer than what He had
said. The disciples could not and would not understand until after the resurrection and
ascension.

Simon Peter said to Him, “Lord, where are You going?” Jesus answered him, “Where I am going
you cannot follow Me now, but you shall follow Me afterward.” 37 Peter said to Him, “Lord, why can
I not follow You now? I will lay down my life for Your sake.” 38 Jesus answered him, “Will you lay
down your life for My sake? Most assuredly, I say to you, the rooster shall not crow till you have
denied Me three times.

John 13:36-38

Jesus’ Death Brings Stumbling

2. Peter's commitment was a fleshy commitment. He did not understand himself and his
weaknesses. He thought that He was one, if not the strongest of the disciples. As a result of his
false confidence, and his shattered expectations, Peter will deny Jesus three time before the
rooster will crow. We also must be aware of our weaknesses. We follow Christ in the very strength
that He gives us. We yield our flesh to His Spirit and allow Him to transform us to His image.

Peter struggled with Jesus reply for two reasons
1. Peter misunderstood Jesus' death. Jesus was going to die and arise from the dead and
then return to the Father. He had drilled this fact into the disciples for some months. Yet, they
refused to accept His prediction. Very simply stated, it was the idea of Jesus hanging upon
the cross that was going to cause Peter to deny Jesus. Jesus had told Peter about the cross,
but Peter had refused to believe it.

Simon Peter said to Him, “Lord, where are You going?” Jesus answered him, “Where I am going
you cannot follow Me now, but you shall follow Me afterward.” 37 Peter said to Him, “Lord, why can
I not follow You now? I will lay down my life for Your sake.” 38 Jesus answered him, “Will you lay
down your life for My sake? Most assuredly, I say to you, the rooster shall not crow till you have
denied Me three times.

John 13:36-38

Jesus’ Death Brings Stumbling

Jesus’ departure brought distress to the disciples. Jesus realized that and now
begins to show them that these events are necessary to bring them hope.
Deliverance from troubled hearts comes through belief in Jesus Christ as well
as in God. The disciples were troubled in their hearts and Jesus was telling
them that He is the answer to their troubled hearts.
“You believe in God, believe also in Me.” Jesus is the I Am, the revelation of
God, the Son of God Himself. Jesus is saying “Believe in me, that I am the
Son of God and will deliver you from trouble.”
“Believe in God; believe also in Me. Continuing to believe even while you are in
the midst of trouble will carry you through. Believing in God and His Son will
deliver your troubled hearts.”

John 14:1
“Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me.”

1 - His Command: Believe in Me

Jesus’ Death Brings Hope

Deliverance from troubled hearts comes through the hope for God's house
(Heaven). Note several points.
1. Jesus called God "My Father." He knew His Father just as any son knows
his father. God the Father exists, and has a place.
2. Jesus knew His Father's house, the truth and reality of it. It is named
heaven, for it is His Father's house. This physical and material world is the
property of God, but it is not His house. This earth is not the eternal and
permanent dwelling place of God. Heaven is the spiritual world or dimension of
being, the home of God where the mansions for believers exist.

“In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place
for you.”

John 14:2

2 - His Assurance: God has a house

Jesus’ Death Brings Hope

3. The word "mansion" means abiding place. It means places,
residences, rooms, dwellings, areas, spaces for living. What a glorious
hope! How much clearer could Jesus be. He has a place for every one
of us. Just as we have dwellings and homes here on earth, so Jesus
promises us dwelling places in heaven.
There are "many mansions." There is room for everyone to come.
Note how Jesus stressed the truth and reality of "God's house" and its
"mansions": "If it were not so, I would have told you." Jesus did not lie.
He told only the truth.

“In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place
for you.”

John 14:2

2 - His Assurance: God has a house

Jesus’ Death Brings Hope

Deliverance from troubled hearts comes through Jesus' work. Picture Jesus seated in
the Upper Room surrounded by His disciples. He said, "I go to prepare a place for you."
Where is He to go?
1. Jesus Christ went to the cross. He died to prepare redemption for us, even the
forgiveness of sins.
2. Jesus Christ went to be raised from the dead. He conquered death to provide a new
life and power for us.
3. Jesus Christ went to ascend into heaven and be exalted. He did this to open a way
into the presence of God and an eternal home for us.
Jesus did this work on our behalf to deliver us from trouble. But remember that Jesus
began by stating a condition: “You believe in God, believe also in me.”

“In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place
for you.”

John 14:2

3 - His Departure: To Prepare a Place

Jesus’ Death Brings Hope

Deliverance from troubled hearts comes through Jesus' return. He will return to
receive us unto Himself. There are two times when Jesus comes for the
believer.
1. There is death or the passing of the believer into heaven. Death is a private
escort or a private presentation to the Lord.
2. There is the triumphant return of Jesus Himself to gather all His dear
followers unto Himself. It is this return of Himself to which He is referring in this
passage.
Believers are to be glorified with the Father and Jesus. Such a glorious hope is
worth meditating upon. It will carry the troubled heart through any trial.

“And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I
am, there you may be also.”

John 14:3

4 - His Promise: To Return

Jesus’ Death Brings Hope

Deliverance from troubled hearts comes through an eternal reunion with
Jesus. Note the very reason Jesus will return to earth: "That where I am,
there you may be also.“ Wherever Jesus is, is exactly where we will be.
We shall be with Him who has saved us and forgiven our awful sins. We
will be with Him who has delivered us from the bondage of sin, death,
and hell, who has cared for us and guided us day by day. We will be
with Him who has shared and given us His very presence. We will be
with Jesus forever and ever. This is the very longing of Jesus’ heart that
we might be with Him forever!

“And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I
am, there you may be also.”

John 14:3

5 - His Purpose: Eternal Reunion

Jesus’ Death Brings Hope

The things of this world are not permanent. It is all passing
away, but Jesus has prepared a place for us that will never
fade away.
It is waiting for you. The only condition is that you believe on
Him.
Our sin stands as a barrier between us and Jesus’ promise.
The cure is for us to recognize who He is and what He has
done and believe on Him.
Have you asked Jesus to forgive you of your sin?

So What …

