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James 4:1-6
The Danger of Being a Friend of the World - 2 
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Introduction
Another key indicator of true saving faith is one’s attitude toward 

the world. James introduced this subject in the first chapter, 
saying, “Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father 

is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to 
keep himself unspotted from the world.” (1:27).  James now 
goes on to teach the principle that “friendship with the world is 
hostility towards God”.  As God’s children, He calls us to live 
dynamically different from the world. Those living for the 

things of this world, declare that they are not living for the 
things of God.  Friendship with the world results in personal 
conflict—with others (4:1a), with oneself (vv. 1b–3), and, most 

important, with God (vv. 4–6).
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James 4:1-6
Where do wars and fights come from among you? 

Do they not come from your desires for pleasure that war in your 
members? 2You lust and do not have. You murder and covet and 

cannot obtain. You fight and war. Yet you do not have because you 
do not ask. 3You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, 

that you may spend it on your pleasures. 4Adulterers and 
adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is 
enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the 
world makes himself an enemy of God. 5Or do you think that the 

Scripture says in vain, “The Spirit who dwells in us yearns 
jealously”? 6But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: “God 

resists the proud but gives grace to the humble.”
3

Hostility with God
James 4:4

Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with 
God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.

In these verses, James marks out 
three characteristics of those who 
are in conflict with God: hostility 

toward God, disregard for 
Scripture, and pride.
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Hostility with God
James 4:4

Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with 
God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.

Adultery is the sin of violating a marriage covenant 
by having sexual intimacy with someone other than a 

spouse. In referring to adulteresses, James is 
referring to spiritual adultery.  In the Old Testament 
God often referred to unfaithful Israel as adulteress 

because they had not been faithful to Him.
(Jer. 3:8; Ezek. 16:32; Hos. 1:2)
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Hostility with God
James 4:4

Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with 
God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.

Jesus spoke of unbelieving Israel of His day as “an evil and 
adulterous generation” (Matt. 12:39; cf. 16:4; Mark 8:38). It 
was because most Jews, even those who were religious, had 
turned away from the Lord and His revealed Word to gods of 
their own making.  They trusted and clung to their own man-

made traditions and did not receive Jesus as their Messiah. The 
same can be said of those who claim to be Christians and attach 
themselves to the church but have no saving relationship to God 

or love for Him or His Word.
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Hostility with God
James 4:4

Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with 
God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.

The word for “friendship” in this passage is the verb of “phileo”. It refers to a 
close personal relationship. 

In John 15:13-19, Jesus explains friendship with Him.  Jesus’ true friends are 
those who have received Him as Lord and Savior, who share a common 

cause, common interests, and common objectives. And those who truly love 
Him will also “love one another” (v. 17). Jesus goes on to explain that those 
who truly love Him will not love the world or be loved by the world, since the 

world is the hostile enemy of God. Jesus confirmed that reality when He said, 
“If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you. 19 If you 
were of the world, the world would love its own. Yet because you are not of the 

world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.” 
(vv. 18–19). 
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Hostility with God
James 4:4

Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with 
God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.

1 John 2:15-17
John in his first epistle command believers: “Do not love 
the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the 

world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in 
the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and 

the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the 
world. 17And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; 

but he who does the will of God abides forever.” 
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Hostility with God
James 4:4

Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with 
God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.

Those who do not belong to Christ belong to the world. They 
have a longing to be involved with the world’s drives, impulses, 
attractions, and people, for which they have a determined and 

habitual attachment. For that reason, James cannot be 
referring to believers who are temporarily attracted by the 
things of the world and fall into sin for a while. He is not 

speaking of occasional spiritual weakness in Christians but of 
the continual, willing, enjoyed, and ungodly drives of 

unbelievers. A believer could never be called an enemy of 
God.
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Hostility with God
James 4:4

Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with 
God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.

“World” refers to the false spiritual reality of the man-centered, Satan-
directed system of this present age.  This system is hostile to God and 
God’s people. All that this world system has to offer amounts to hostility 

toward God.
James goes on to state that whoever wishes to be a friend of the world 

makes himself an enemy of God. The word “wants” connotes more than 
just wanting a desire or wish to be fulfilled. It carries the stronger idea of 

choosing one thing over another. Whether he recognizes it in his own mind 
or not, a person who wishes to be a friend of the world system has chosen 

to make himself an enemy of God. In his heart, his desire for the world 
supersedes any supposed positive ideas he may have about God. 
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Hostility with God
James 4:4

Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with 
God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.

Friendship with the world and friendship with God are mutually exclusive 
(2 Cor. 6:14-17).  Believers not only are to be separated from the world but 
dead to the world. Like Paul, they should say, “But God forbid that I should 

glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is 
crucified unto me, and I unto the world.” (Gal. 6:14). Contrary to Demas, 
who “loved this present world” and deserted Paul and the church (2 Tim. 

4:10), we are to be “denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live 
soberly,  righteously, and godly, in this present world” (Titus 2:12).

Jesus said, “No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the 
one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the 

other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon (riches)” (Matt. 6:24). 
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Disregard for Scripture
James 4:5

Or do you think that the Scripture says in vain, “The Spirit who dwells in us yearns jealously”?.

This verse is difficult to understand. There is no Scripture, Old or New 
Testament, that corresponds to “The Spirit who dwells in us yearns jealously”. 
James is most likely speaking to the general teaching of Scripture and not a 

specific passage. 
God is jealous for us to have a proper relationship with Him.  When a person 
puts the world above Him, it is like a spouse running after a different lover.

Many people hold to the importance of Scripture but miss the relationship with 
Jesus.

The Lord Himself says of such people, “You search the Scriptures because you 
think that in them you have eternal life; it is these that bear witness of Me; and 

you are unwilling to come to Me so that you may have life” (John 5:39–40).
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Pride
James 4:6

But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: “God resists the proud but gives grace to the humble.”

Despite the natural, unbelieving, worldly hearts of men, God nevertheless 
gives greater grace; but He does not give it to His proud and ungodly 

enemies.  James is quoting from Proverbs 3:34.  If a person is consumed 
with worldly lusts, desires, ambitions, pride, and love, he has no claim on 

this greater grace.
The Greek word for “resists” is used as a military term depicting a full 

army ready for battle. God is in full battle array against the proud, 
because pride is the basic sin from which all others issue. It is not always 

manifested in ways that other men can see, but it is never hidden from 
God’s eyes.  Proverbs 6:16-17 lists pride in the same light as murder as 

things that the Lord hates.
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Pride
James 4:6

But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: “God resists the proud but gives grace to the humble.”

The picture James gives here is of a proud, defiant sinner, setting 
himself up as his real god, not simply in self-centeredness but in 
self-worship. He is an enemy of the true God and has no part in 

His grace.  
God does, however, give grace to the humble. Just as pride is the 
root of all sin, so humility is the root of all righteousness. It is only 
when the things of the world are no longer admired and sought, 
when self-concern is replaced with concern for God’s glory, that 
God’s Spirit can work His sovereign and gracious will in a heart, 

changing it from being an enemy to being a friend.
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So What…
True Christians are not part of the evil world system 
(John 17:14-16), having been chosen out of it (John 
15:19). Far from being conformed to the world (Rom. 
12:2), they are sent into it by Jesus (John 17:18) to 

provide light in its moral and spiritual darkness (Matt. 
5:14). They have been crucified to the world (Gal. 

6:14), overcome it (1 John 5:4–5), and remain 
unstained by it (James 1:27). To be a friend of the 

world while claiming to be a Christian is 
contradictory. 
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So What…
1. Recognize that the covetous desire for earthly pleasures is a 

great evil and is the root cause of many sins: quarreling, 
deception, theft, adultery, murder and rebellion against God.

2. Pray for the things you need in this life, rather than resorting to 
sinful means to obtain them.

3. If you find there are selfish requests you cannot justify bringing 
before God, then pray instead for forgiveness and repentance, 

and for the grace to overcome such evil desires.
4. Set godliness and contentment as two of your primary goals in 

life. Learn to submit to God's wise, loving sovereignty in all
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