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Colossians 3:8-9
Putting Sin to Death -3
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Introduction
In 3:5–9, Paul gives two sample lists of sins to kill. The lists 

include some of the most common and troubling sins believers 
face. They should not, however, be considered exhaustive. The 
first list, in 3:5, comprises sins of perverted love; the second, in 
3:8–9a, contains those of wicked hate. The first list begins with 

acts and progresses to motives, whereas the second begins 
with motives and progresses to acts. The first list involves 

personal sins, the second social ones. The first list relates to 
feelings, the second to speech. In between the lists (3:6–7), 

Paul gives two reasons for putting sin to death.
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Colossians 3:5-9
Therefore put to death your members which are on the 
earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and 
covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these things 

the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of 
disobedience, 7 in which you yourselves once walked when 
you lived in them.  8 But now you yourselves are to put off 
all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language 
out of your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, since you 

have put off the old man with his deeds.
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Sins of Perverted Love
Colossians 3:5

Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, 
passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.

We are to put to death the sins that reign in our 
fleshly members.  Though Paul is directing his 

attention to sexual sins, the progression that he is 
teaching applies to all sin.  In this list, he starts with 
the outward sin and works his way back to in inward 

cause.  If we are to overcome sin in our lives, we 
have to find the root cause and weed it out.
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Sins of Perverted Love
Colossians 3:5

Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, 
passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.

Fornication can refer to any type of sexual sin. 
Uncleanness means “filthiness, uncleanness and impurity.” It 
is a more general term than fornication, going beyond the act 
to the evil thoughts and intentions of the mind. Evil behavior 

begins with evil thoughts.
Passion and desire are similar terms. Passion is the physical

and evil desire the mental side of our internal drives.
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Sins of Perverted Love
Colossians 3:5b

fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.

Paul goes on to explain that the root 
sin is covetousness which means “to 

have more.” 
Covetousness is idolatry for it 
worships self rather than God.
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Reasons for Putting Sin to Death
Colossians 3:6-7

Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience. 7In 
which you yourselves once walked when you lived in them. 

There are two strong, motivating reasons for 
putting sin to death.

1. Sin brings God’s judgment
2. Sin is a part of the believer’s past.  It was

our sin that separated us from God. Why
would one return to it?
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Sins of Wicked Hate
Colossians 3:8-9a

But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy 
language out of your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another.

The sins in this second list are more social than 
personal. They are committed directly against other 

people. Paul begins with the motive and progresses to 
the evil act. Put off is a word that is used for taking off 

clothes. As a person takes off his dirty clothes at the 
end of the day, so should believers discard the filthy, 

tattered rags of their old life.
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Sins of Wicked Hate
Colossians 3:8-9a

But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy 
language out of your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another.

But now you yourselves does not mean that 
we are to do this in the flesh.  That would lead 

to failure.  It is the Holy Spirit that helps us 
change, however we are to do our part.  We 
must make a conscious effort to overcome 

these sins. 
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Sins of Wicked Hate
Colossians 3:8-9a

But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy 
language out of your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another.

Anger is a deep, smoldering, resentful bitterness. It is 
the heart attitude of the angry person. Provocations do 

not create his anger, but merely reveal that he is an 
angry person and give him a target for his fury. That has 

no place in a Christian’s life (cf. Eph. 4:31). Rather, 
believers are “to be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to 

wrath; for the wrath of man does not produce the 
righteousness of God” (James 1:19–20).
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Sins of Wicked Hate
Colossians 3:8-9a

But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy 
language out of your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another.

Wrath refers to a sudden outburst of anger. The Greeks 
likened it to a fire in straw, which flares up briefly and is 

gone. It is used to speak of those in the synagogue of 
Nazareth who exploded in anger upon hearing Jesus’ 

teachings (Luke 4:28). It is used similarly of the Ephesian 
craftsmen’s anger over Paul’s preaching (Acts 19:28). It is 

one of the deeds of the flesh (Gal. 5:20), and it is not 
acceptable behavior for Christians (Eph. 4:31).
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Sins of Wicked Hate
Colossians 3:8-9a

But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy 
language out of your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another.

Anger and wrath are closely related. The churning, 
boiling anger that often lies just below the surface gives 

rise to eruptions of wrath. And many unbelievers live 
with a deep-seated resentment that feeds their anger. 
They did not ask for their circumstances, and they do 
not know how to handle them. All of that stokes the 

fires of their anger and makes them even more prone 
to explosions of wrath when agitated.
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Sins of Wicked Hate
Colossians 3:8-9a

But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy 
language out of your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another.

Anger is one of the sins that I have struggled with.  With the Holy Spirit’s 
help, I am doing better but still in process.  I did a study of all the verses in 

the Bible I could find on the subject and discovered that there are 3 reasons 
that people become angry.

1. Blocked Goals (My goals over God’s goals or just having to wait.)

2. Fear of Loss (possessions, health, reputation, respect…)

3. Righteous Anger (being upset over sin and injustice we see around us.)

“Be angry, and do not sin”: do not let the sun go down on your wrath 
(Eph. 4:26).

13

Sins of Wicked Hate
Colossians 3:8-9a

But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy 
language out of your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another.

Malice is a general term for moral evil. It can be described 
as the vicious nature which is bent on doing harm to 

others. Anger and Wrath can lead to vengeance especially
if one has been hurt. However, we must remember that it

is God who alone has the right to judge sin, and He will 
deal with all sin when we all stand before His throne.  It 
should be added that the instrument that is most often 

used to harm others is our speech.
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Sins of Wicked Hate
Colossians 3:8-9a

But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy 
language out of your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another.

Anger, wrath, and malice often result in blasphemy or
slander. When this word is used in relation to God, it is 

translated “blasphemy.” When used in relation to 
people, as here, it is should be understood as “slander.” 

When angry, it is easy to blame God for situations of
their own making. Adam blamed both God and Eve

rather than accept responsibility for his sin.
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Sins of Wicked Hate
Colossians 3:8-9a

But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy 
language out of your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another.

The result of anger, wrath, and malice, like 
blasphemy is filthy language. This term refers to 
obscene and derogatory speech intended to hurt 
and wound someone. It could be translated “foul-
mouthed abuse”. Such talk is expressly forbidden 

in Scripture (Eph. 5:4; Matt. 12:35-36). 
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Sins of Wicked Hate
Colossians 3:8-9a

But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy 
language out of your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another.

Paul warns against a final sin by exhorting believers not to lie to one another. It 
would be a helpful (and time-consuming) study to begin in Genesis and find 

every lie in the Bible. Satan lied in deceiving Adam and Eve (Gen. 3:4–5). Cain 
lied to God after murdering Abel (Gen. 4:9). Abraham lied, claiming Sarah was 

his sister instead of his wife (Gen. 12:11–19; 20:2). Sarah lied to the three 
angelic visitors (Gen. 18:15). Isaac lied by denying that Rebecca was his wife 

(Gen. 26:7–10). Rebecca and Isaac lied in their conspiracy to defraud Esau of his 
birthright (Gen. 27:6–24). That list does not even get us out of Genesis.

Lying characterizes Satan (John 8:44), not God (Titus 1:2). When believers lie, 
they are imitating Satan, not their heavenly Father. Believers, of all people, 

should tell the truth.
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So What …
How can we be victorious in our struggle with sin? 

First, by starving it. Do not feed anger or resentment. Do not 
cater to sexual lust or covetousness. 

Second, by crowding it out with Godly thoughts and actions: 
“Whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, 

whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever 
things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there 
is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy—meditate 
on these things” (Phil. 4:8). “Let the word of Christ dwell in 

you richly” (Col. 3:16).
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