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The Battle for 
Truth?

Part 5 – What is Salvation?
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INTRODUCTION
As we get started this morning, there are two 
questions that I would like to you think about:

1. If you were to die today, do you know beyond a 
shadow of a doubt that you will enter into heaven?

2. If God were to stand before God, and He were to ask 
you, “Why should I allow you to enter my heaven?”  

What would you say?
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INTRODUCTION
Ecclesiastes 3:11

He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also He has put eternity in 
their hearts, except that no one can find out the work that God does 

from beginning to end.
God has placed a divine purpose into the hearts of mankind.  Regardless 
of one’s recognition of God, there is a drive for a higher purpose.  We all 

know that there is something more.  It is a drive to discover and know 
God.  This drive is often redirected, yet man in his core will worship and 

give himself to something.
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INTRODUCTION
Cookie Cutter Principle

People are born with a missing piece to their 
being.  We were not created to live alone in 

isolation.  We were designed to have a 
relationship with our Creator.  This emptiness 

drives us to find him.  Unfortunately, Satan has set 
up a lot of distractions to misdirect people into 

false religions.
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Beliefs of the World
Barna Report states:

58% of Americans believe there is no moral truth
63% believe that some type of religious faith is more 

important than which type of faith.
52% of Christians believe that you get to heaven by being 

“good enough.”
59% believe that the Bible is not authoritative.

69% believe that man is basically good.
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Beliefs of the World
A growing number of Americans, especially millennials, 

identify as “spiritual” but not “religious.”  There are many 
reasons why people are rejecting traditional Christianity -
hypocrisy, false and weak teaching, corruption & abuse, 
and pastors/leaders who fail to live the standards they 

espouse.  
Barna’s “American Worldview Inventory 2022 - Release 

#5” centers on Pastors who hold to a Biblical Worldview.  
The results are disheartening.  
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Beliefs of the World
Barna’s results of pastors who hold a Biblical Worldview

Family, Value of Life – 47%
God, Creation, History – 44%

Faith Practices – 43%
Sin, Salvation, God Relationship – 43%
Human Character and Nature – 40%

Lifestyle, Behavior, Relationship – 40%
Bible, Truth, Morals – 39%

This makes you wonder what our seminaries are teaching!
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“Salad Bar” Christians?
As a result, many people who claim to be Christian have a 
mix-match view of religious truth.  “Salad Bar” Christians 
refers to those individuals that have gone to the buffet of 
religious ideas and pick and choose what is appealing to 

them.  
I’ll take a serving of man’s goodness, with a side of Karma.  

Oh the Baha’i (all roads lead to heaven) looks good for 
desert….

This helps us understand why people are identifying as 
“spiritual” but not “religious.”
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“Salad Bar” Christians?
I have talked to many who have told me that religion 

is “a personal thing.”  My reply to this is when we 
stand before God – it will not matter what we 

wanted to be true, but if we accepted or rejected 
the Truth that God proclaimed to us.  When we 
stand before a Holy God who knows our every 

action, deed, thought, and motive it will indeed be 
“a personal thing!”
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Truth and Belief
You must look at words and meanings. Today when 
people speak of “Truth” it no longer means  “that 

which is consistent with God’s character and reality,” 
it refers rather to “belief” or what one wants or 

hopes to be true.  Today the concepts of “You can 
have your ‘belief’ and I will have mine” is expressed 
as “You can have your ‘truth’ and I will have mine.”  
Mankind’s hopes and wishes do not define truth –

God does!
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Truth and Belief
What makes faith valuable and/or practical is the 

“object” of one’s faith.
You can have “faith” that your car will get you to 

work.  The object of that faith is in the mechanical 
reliability of the car.

When we speak of Salvation, “faith” that is placed in 
our “being good enough” produces a  faith that is 

placed in ourselves.
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Truth and Belief
The question then becomes: “How good does one need to be to 

get to heaven/God?”
We are hopelessly in bondage to sin and could not stop sinning no 

matter how hard we try. Scripture says even our hearts are 
deceitful and desperately wicked (Jeremiah 17:9). In other words, 

we are sinful to the core. Furthermore, a single sin would be 
enough to destroy us forever: “Whoever shall keep the whole law, 
and yet stumble in one point, he is guilty of all” (James 2:10). But 
even if we never sinned from now on, we still bear the guilt of our 

past sins. And "the wages of sin is death" (Romans 6:23).
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Truth and Belief
Another answer I have heard is, “I have kept the Ten Commandments!”

Jesus dealt with this idea when He lived on earth.  The “religious” Jews divided the Law into 
numerous commands that governed outward behavior (adding their own legalistic to the 

mix).
Jesus in the “Sermon on the Mount” (Matthew chapters 5-7) states that the Law governs 

more than the outward man, but the inward heart.
Can a person really say they have not hated someone – murder.

They have not looked sexually at another person – adultery.
They have not desired what someone else has – covetousness. 

These are minor compared to how we have treated God – Have we really loved the Lord with 
all our heart, mind, soul, and strength?

There is no one who is good enough to get to heaven on their own! 
(Romans 3:10-12, Psalm 14:1-3, Psalm 53:1-3)
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Truth and Belief
Another answer I have heard is, “I go to church.” This is good, but there is a 

difference the local church building, and being part of the “Body of Christ.”  Many 
people go to church for the wrong reason – social expectations, family, friends, 
dating.  One can also give money while at church, but one cannot buy their way 

into heaven.  After all, God owns the entire universe.  Money and wealth are given 
to man in stewardship to be used to serve God, not to bribe Saint Peter…

The local church is predominately a place where people are to be instructed in 
God’s Truth and how to apply it to one's life.  It is to be a “safe harbor” where one 

can come after week in the world to be encouraged, worship corporately, find 
healing, and to minister to others.

Going to church is great and I am glad that you are here this morning.  We are 
going to tell you how to get to heaven, but that is in the message, not in the 

attendance.  
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Truth and Belief
Still others trust in “Religion.”  I really do not like to call Christianity a religion.

Religion is man’s attempt to come to God.  The religions of the world base 
acceptance with God in works, sacrifice, penitence, and the list could go on.

True Christianity is about God recognizing that there is NOTHING that man can do 
to undo our sinful state.  The laws and the commandments of the Old Testament 
were given to reveal the sinful condition of our hearts and  show us a need for a 

Savior (Galatians 3:24).
If man is to have a restored relationship with God, then God will have to be the 

means of restoring the relationship.

Religion is man’s attempt to save himself.  True Christianity is 
God reaching down and doing what man cannot do.
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It is important for people to understand what keeps them out of Heaven.  
Being good and going to church are expectations for those who are following 

God, however this is NOT the basis of Salvation.
One does not get to heaven by being “good,”  none of us are.  We have all 
broken God’s laws and expectations.  To be saved, one needs to recognize

that they need saving.
God demands absolute perfection. We are all broken. We have done things
we should not and failed to do what we should.  We have all sinned – A LOT!  

Romans 3:23 – “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”
1 sin a day for 70 years

1 x 365 x 70 = 25,000 sins.  We have all sinned more than once a day!

The Gospel
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God is a God of Love, and he wants us to live with Him forever
BUT

God is also a God of Justice and sin must be paid for.  God is holy and simply will 
not overlook sin.  No sin can dwell in His presence, and a sinful person could not 

bare to stand in His.
This is why Jesus came to earth. He came to do what we could not. He came to

this world, but never sinned. He did not deserve to die but came to do the will of
the Father.

Jesus died on a cross that belonged to me and you. It is what we deserve. Jesus
died in our place and took our sin debt and paid for it all

Romans 6:23 – “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.”

The Gospel
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The Gospel
There are those who want to say that as long as you are sincere, all roads 
lead to heaven.  This is a lie.  Think about it, if you could just be a “good

person,” why did the Father send Jesus to die such a horrible death?
You can be sincere but be sincerely wrong. Listen to what Jesus said:

John 14:6
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one 

comes to the Father except through Me.”
Did you hear what Jesus was saying?  He is the only way!  God gives you 

the option to reject this, but you must also be willing to pay the 
consequence.
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There are just two options.
The Gospel

You can pay your debt yourself
This is living under God’s wrath 

forever in hell.
Separated from all that is good.
You accomplish this by failing to

accept the gift of His grace.

You can let Jesus pay your debt
This is living in God’s love for all 

eternity in heaven.
Separated from all the 
consequences of sin.

You accomplish this by
acknowledging you are a sinner
and asking Jesus to forgive you 

based on what He accomplished 
on the cross

19

So What …
Let's go back to our two questions at the beginning.

1. If you were to die today, do you know beyond a shadow 
of a doubt that you will enter into heaven?

2. If God were to stand before God, and He were to ask 
you, “Why should I allow you to enter my heaven?”  

What would you say?
Are you ready to meet Jesus?
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